The effects of parity, breastfeeding, and infertility treatment on the risk of hereditary breast and ovarian cancer: a review.
Knowledge of the potential association of parity, breastfeeding, and infertility treatment on breast and ovarian cancer risk for BRCA1 and BRCA2 mutation carriers is important and should be a crucial part of genetic counseling. The discussion of parity and clinical management of infertility in these women is complex, and patient preferences should be considered. Ideally, these preferences should be informed by accurate information on the risks and benefits of the interventions considered. However, this important subject has been investigated in a relatively small number of studies, thus, the existing data remain somewhat limited, and the estimated risk of cancer in BRCA mutation carriers is imprecise.